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Introduction

The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act commonly known as FISA is a United States of America Federal Law act which technically, legally establishes and sets procedures for physical and electronic surveillance, collection and in-depth analysis of foreign intelligence information in matters related to terrorism or espionage especially if it directly or indirectly affects the United Nations. The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act, after it's creation, paved the way for the establishment of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court that works to empower FISA. Over the course of time, FISA has undergone several amendments all in the aim of strengthening its mandate  
. Significant modifications include; the USA Patriotic Act, Protection America Act of 2007, the FISA Amendments Act of 2008 and the USA Freedom Act. The act became effective in 1978 and had been used ever since to monitor the statutes, and intentions of outsiders and foreigners on the United States of America. 

 Jurisdiction of FISA and Federal Law

The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act executes and empowers under the Federal Laws of the country. The Federal Law is supreme in this case, but the act has been tailored in a way that it does not conflict or affect the federal laws. In regards to this the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act through the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, allows American agencies entrusted with security, investigations, and intelligence to conduct electronic surveillance with or without court orders, in this case, the mode depends on the complexity of the issue at hand. It also allows for physical searches for individuals believed to be in a position to cause harm to the nation. Businesses with operations in the country and those without the country also have their records accessed, in the case they are a threat to national peace and security. The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act lastly empowers agencies to trap and trace devices for intelligence; apart from doing this the act also allows agencies to report findings for the necessary course of action to be taken. Although the scope of this seems to be broad, caution and measures, have been put in place to ensure that requests from the government are overseen through the Federal Bureau of Investigations and the National Security Agency. In doing this, they provide that the evidence, recommendation, and reports adopted are only those from the Department of Justice .
How the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act Works


The operation and working of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Acts are implemented by the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court whereby applications under FISA are heard by only one judge and by statute and rule and the government may as it seems right to request another judge to listen to. Record of proceedings including docket, application, and orders are all by statute. 
 

The proposed applications and orders must be submitted no later than seven days before the government expects to have the matter in court, and the final applications may be submitted no later than 10.00 am Eastern Time zone on the specific day the issue is to be in court. The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court must at all times identify all changes made to applications through the advice of the judges. The strictness is to ensure that manipulation of the information acquired through surveillance is not altered, thus improving the effectiveness of the act.
Evaluation of Rights Infringement

The creation of acts, laws, and policies should be in line with granting individuals, the society and the nation's their sense of belonging and their fundamental rights as individuals and entities. The global call is to ensure that while efforts are being made in securing communities of individuals; this should be done in ways that don't negatively affect the rights of the citizens or the individuals. Concerning this, several lawmakers and activists have been to the courts seeking an interpretation of whether the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act protects the rights of individuals. First, since it is created under the Federal Law, which is enshrined in a constitution that upholds human rights, it cannot infringe on those rights. Second, the act has created provisions and causes of actions to ensure that individuals are protected and their rights not violated. In one scenario it tries to make sure that no single individual’s communication should be wrongfully monitored, in this case, damages of not less than 1000 or 100 American dollars a day are to be paid. It also calls for punitive damages and an award of attorney fees to the affected parties. 

The right to protect the information is highly upheld as such information is not released to the public under any circumstances. In ensuring the privacy of individuals, such search warrants are only granted by a crime being committed, and justifiable reasons must be given, this provides that petty reasons don't call for searches. In the existence of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, hundreds of search warrants have been denied as it was seen as infringing on the privacy of the individuals. The information so acquired by surveillance or tracing by the agencies cannot be used for routine criminal investigations. The above reasons are proof enough that the rights of individuals are not infringed in any ways as FISA ensures that surveillance only takes place when the situation is critical and requires a high-level approach.

Conclusion

The establishment and setting of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court and the several acts empowering its operations have been instrumental in ensuring that surveillance is only done to prevent damage from taking place and not on malice or other reasons. Through the act and the court, cases of the high degree have been intercepted, and national security boosted. In all honesty, the FISA has ensured that rights of individuals are upheld and that its universal aim is to take care issues of espionage and terrorism 
 The availability of such an act is so relevant in ensuring that the sovereignty of any nation is upheld. Based on the cases before the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court and my research, I confidently feel that the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act does not infringe on the rights of the individuals.
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